Jânis Kristapsons graduated from the Faculty of Physics and
Mathematics, State University of Latvia (now University of Latvia) (1962) in nuclear physics (supervised by Kurt Schwarz). He defended his Doctoral Thesis in Physics (1971) "Alkaline halide crystal radiation in colloidal colour spectrum". He did research on materials necessary for the hologram records. In 1976, he published a monograph Optically Reacting Materials (together with K. Schwarz and V. Gottlieb).
His research interests were related to organisation of scientific information, general science research and scientology. He was the head of the Department of Scientifically Technical Information at the Institute of Physics (1973 Physics ( -1981 .
At the Latvian Academy of Sciences, J. Kristapsons was a senior researcher, Head of the Department of Science Information, and Scientific Secretary (1972-1981) , and later he became a Deputy Chairman at the Science Information Council (1975 Council ( -1989 and deputy Scientific Secretary (1982 Secretary ( -1992 .
During 1989-1992, J. Kristapsons actively participated in the initiating, preparation, and realisation of science reforms in Latvia. He was one of the members of the Latvian Science Association and Committee of the Academy of Sciences who had developed the principles and had elaborated the draft decisions on science funding and system of leadership. He had also participated in the establishment of the Latvian Science Council, and in the development of draft law "On scientific activity". The main achievements of J. Kristapsons and his team was the development of the electronic database on Latvian researchers, innovators, and innovations, research on the productivity of research and technologies (publications, innovations, patents in Latvia and abroad).
He was a dedicated researcher and worked on the analyses of the transformation of research and technology after 1990. In 2001, together with J. Ekmanis, he prepared and presented a lecture "Science of Latvia: an overview of 1990-2000" at the Plenary Session of the World Congress PROCEEDINGS OF THE LATVIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. Section B, Vol. 72 (2018 ), No. 3 (714), pp. 198-199. DOI: 10.2478 /prolas-2018 JÂNIS KRISTAPSONS (23 JUNE 1939 -26 APRIL 2017 Jânis Stradiòð
